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Developing a solid basis for future research and training, this illuminating volume facilitates peace and mutual
understanding between people by addressing a root cause of social conflicts: identity constructions. The volume
encompasses eight revealing empirical case studies from regions throughout the world, conducted by experts from
diverse disciplinary backgrounds.

Each case study examines how identities are being constructed and used in the region, how these identities are related to
borders and in what ways identity constructions foment peace or conflict. The volume summarizes insights gleaned from
these studies and formulates an analytical framework for understanding the role of identity constructions in conflict or
peace.

Contents

Introduction: borders of the mind, Nikki Slocum-Bradley; The making of nations in Belgium and Western Europe in
historical perspective (15th-20th century): national ideology, ethnicity, language and politics, Sébastien Dubois; Identity
construction and citizenship conflicts in central Nigeria, Ogoh Alubo; The formation of national identity in Israel/Palestine:
the construction of spatial knowledge and contested territorial narratives, David Newman; Borders of/on the mind, borders
in the jungle; Islamic insurgency and ethno-religious irredentism in Southern Thailand, David Camroux and Don Pathan;
The positioning diamond: conceptualizing identity constructions at the US-Mexico border, Nikki Slocum-Bradley; Identity
constructions in the EU, NAFTA, and Mercosur: opportunities for peace and conflict, Francesco Duina; Religion and
regional planning: the case of the emerging 'Shi'a region', Fathali M. Moghaddam; Custom and identity: reflections on and
representations of violence in Melanesia, M. Anne Brown; Crossing mental borders: constructing a laissez-passer for
peace, Nikki Slocum-Bradley; Index.

About the Editor
Nikki R. Slocum-Bradley is Research Fellow at the United Nations University, Belgium.

www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754672449

ASHGATE

To order this book please visit www.ashgate.com, or email orders@ashgate.com
A 10% discount applies to orders placed through www.ashgate.com



