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• This essential collection reprints the key texts and 
debates that have shaped political sociology since 
the 1970s.

• The articles are collected in 3 thematically 
distinct volumes, each of which features a specially 
written introduction by the volume editor. 

• Together they form an up-to-date overview of 
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seeks to analyse.
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New Critical Writings in Political Sociology

Volume One  
Power, State and 
Inequality

Edited by Alan Scott, University 
of Innsbruck, Austria, Kate Nash, 
Goldsmiths College, University of 
London, UK and Anna Marie Smith, 
Cornell University, USA 
This volume covers the key themes of political sociology as these 
have emerged in the course of the (sub-)discipline’s development. 
The articles include discussion of a broad range of theoretical 
and conceptual issues and reflect the widening of the focus of 
political sciology from the nation-state and from models of power 
based on agents’ wills and explicit agendas.

Contents and contributors include: Introduction; 

Part I State Formation: Civilization and violence. On the state 
monopoly of physical violence and its infringements, Norbert 
Elias; Entanglements of European cities and states, Charles Tilly; 
The production of legal identities proper to states: the case of the 
permanent family surname, James C. Scott, John Tehranian and 
Jeremy Mathias. 

Part II Constitutionalism and Legitimation: The constitutional 
state of the 19th century: an elementary conceptual portrait, 
Gianfranco Poggi; What does a crisis mean today? Legitimation 
problems in late capitalism, Jürgen Habermas; Rethinking the 
state: genesis and structure of the bureaucratic field, Pierre 
Bourdieu. 

Part III Power: Power and its two faces revisited: reply to Geoffrey 
Debnam, Peter Bachrach and Morton S. Baratz; Power and 
structure, Steven Lukes; The subject and power, Michel Foucault. 

Part IV Regulation, Governmentality and Governance: The regulation 
approach, governance and post-Fordism: alternative perspectives 
on economic and political change?, Bob Jessop; Political power 
beyond the state: problematics of government, Nikolas Rose and 
Peter Miller; Against enterprise (but not against ‘enterprise’ for 
that would make no sense), Paul du Gay; Globalization and the 
myth of the powerless state, Linda Weiss. 

Part V Inequality, Social Policy and Class Politics: A genealogy 
of dependency: tracing a keyword of the US welfare state, 
Nancy Fraser and Linda Gordon; Soldiers, workers and mothers: 
gendered identities in early US social policy, Theda Skocpol; 
When work disappears, William Julius Wilson; Social class in 
post-democracy, Colin Crouch. 

Part VI Global Inequalities and Their Effects: A world-system 
perspective on the social sciences, Immanuel Wallerstein; Global 
hegemony and the structural power of capital, Stephen R. Gill and 
David Law; Neoliberalism and the transformation of populism in 
Latin America: the Peruvian case, Kenneth M. Roberts. 

Part VII Spatial Aspects of Governance: State Spaces and Reach: 
Between space and time: reflections on the geographical 
imagination, David Harvey; Locational policy, state rescaling 
and the new metropolitan governance in Western Europe, Neil 
Brenner; Globalization or denationalization?, Saskia Sassen; 
Name Index.
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A NEW reference series from Ashgate published in 3 volumes

Volume Two 
Conventional and 
Contentious Politics

Edited by Kate Nash, Goldsmiths 
College, University of London, 
UK, Alan Scott, University of 
Innsbruck, Austria and Anna 
Marie Smith, Cornell University, 
USA 
The influential articles collected in this volume are a record 
of how political sociologists since the 1970s have framed 
questions about the range and limits of democratic political 
engagement, and developed concepts and methodologies in 
order to research the answers to those questions.  	

Contents and contributors include: Introduction; 

Part I Class Elections and Parties: Class voting in capitalist 
democracies since World War II: dealignment, realignment 
or trendless fluctuation?, J. Manza, M. Hout and C. Brooks; 
Representing difference: why should it matter if women get 
elected?, A. Phillips. 

Part II Civil Society and Political Participation: Renewing 
democracy through associations, Paul Q. Hirst; Social capital: 
its origins and applications in modern sociology, Alejandro 
Portes. 

Part III Social Movements: Political opportunity structures and 
political protest: anti-nuclear movements in four democracies, 
Herbert P. Kitschelt; Framing processes and social movements: 
an overview and assessment, Robert D. Benford and David A. 
Snow; The symbolic challenge of contemporary movements, 
Alberto Melucci; To map contentious politics, Doug McAdam, 
Sidney Tarrow and Charles Tilly. 

Part IV Changing Citizenship: Outline of a theory of citizenship, 
B. Turner; The return of assimilation? Changing perspectives 
on immigration and its sequels in France, Germany and the US, 
Rogers Brubaker; Dilemmas in engendering citizenship,  
R. Lister; Is European citizenship possible?, E. Balibar. 

Part V Ideology and Hegemony: Ideology and ideological 
state apparatuses, L. Althusser; Culture, the media and the 
‘ideological effect’, S. Hall; Welcome to the desert of the real, 
S. Zizek. 

Part VI Political Culture and Cultural Politics: Deep play: notes 
on the Balinese cockfight, Clifford Geertz; Civil religion in 
America, Robert N. Bellah; Restoring history and politics to ‘3rd 
world traditions’, U. Nayaran. 

Part VII Making Things Public and the Public Sphere: The public 
sphere: an encyclopedia article, J. Habermas, S. Lennox and 
F. Lennox; Rethinking the public sphere: a contribution to the 
critique of actually existing democracy, Nancy Fraser; From 
realpolitik to dingpolitik or how to make things public, B. 
Latour; The deconstruction of politics, Z. Bauman; Name Index.

Includes 22 previously published journal articles 
February 2009	 606 pages	      Hardback	  
978-0-7546-2754-8	 £145.00	      $275.00

Volume Three 
Globalization and 
Contemporary 
Challenges to the 
Nation-State

Edited by Anna Marie Smith, 
Cornell University, USA,  
Alan Scott, University of 
Innsbruck, Austria and Kate Nash, Goldsmiths College, 
University of London, UK 
This collection of contemporary political sociologists’ key 
articles explores the exposure of the nation-state and the post-
World War II world system to global forces.

Contents and contributors include: Introduction; 

Part I Crisis of the Nation-State?: Has globalization ended 
the rise and rise of the nation-state?, Michael Mann; Another 
century of conflict? War and the international system in the 
21st century, Paul Q. Hirst. 

Part II Diasporic Movements, National and Transnational 
Religious and Ethnic Conflicts: Ethnicity and power in Burundi 
and Rwanda: different paths to mass violence, Peter Uvin; 
Nationalism, ethnic conflict and rationality, Ashutosh Varshney. 

Part III International Organizations and the ‘Development 
Industry’: From resistance to renewal: the 3rd world social 
movements and the expansion of international institutions, 
Balakrishnan Rajagopal; America’s Egypt: discourse of the 
development industry, Tim Mitchell. 

Part IV State-Building and Democratization: What democracy 
is…and is not, Philippe Schmitter and Terry Lynn Carl; The end 
of the transition paradigm, Thomas Carothers; Illusions about 
consolidation, Guillermo O’Donnell. 

Part V Post-Communism: Nationalism and politics in Eastern 
Europe, Ernest Gellner; Rethinking recent democratization: 
lessons from the postcommunist experience, Valerie Bunce.  

Part VI Human Rights, Refugees, Immigrants, Migration: Outline of 
a theory of human rights, Bryan S. Turner; Towards a sociology 
of forced migration and social transformation, Stephen Castles; 
Embodied rights: gender persecution, state sovereignty and 
refugees, Jacqueline Bhabha. 

Part VII Regionalism, Multi-Level Governance and the EU: 
Regionalism old and new, Raimo Väyrynen; Still in deficit: 
rights, regulation and democracy in the EU, Richard Bellamy. 

Part VIII Cosmopolitans and their Critics: Unpacking 
cosmopolitanism for the social sciences: a research agenda, 
Ulrich Beck and Natan Sznaider; The class consciousness 
of frequent travellers: towards a critique of actually existing 
cosmopolitanism, Craig Calhoun; Name Index.

includes 18 previously published journal articles 
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