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Anselm of Canterbury
The Beauty of Theology
David S. Hogg, 				  
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, USA
Great Theologians Series
December 2004	 218 pages			 
Paperback	 978-0-7546-3232-0	 £19.99			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754632320

Anselm of Canterbury and his 
Theological Inheritance
Giles E.M. Gasper, Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval 
Studies, Canada
June 2004	 244 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-3911-4	 £50.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754639114

Aquinas on God
The ‘Divine Science’ of the Summa Theologiae
Rudi te Velde, University of Tilburg, The Netherlands
Ashgate Studies in the History of Philosophical Theology
April 2006	 200 pages			 
Paperback	 978-0-7546-0755-7	 £19.99			 
ebook	 978-0-7546-8780-1			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754607557

Forthcoming
The Ashgate Research Companion to 
Byzantine Hagiography
Periods and Places
Edited by Stephanos Efthymiadis, 		
Open University of Cyprus
This Companion is the work of an international team of 
specialists and represents the first comprehensive survey 
ever produced in the field of Byzantine Hagiography. It will 
consist of two volumes and is addressed to both a broader 
public and the scholarly community of Byzantinists, 
Medievalists, historians of religion and theorists of the 
narrative. The present volume covers, first, the authors 
and texts of the four distinctive periods during which 
Greek Byzantine hagiography developed, and then the 
hagiography produced in Oriental and Slavic languages 
and in geographical milieux around the periphery of the 
empire, from Italy to Armenia. The second volume to follow 
will deal with questions of genres and the social and other 
contexts of Byzantine hagiography.
October 2011	 c. 360 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-5033-1	 c. £70.00		
ebook	 978-1-4094-0724-9			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754650331
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Cover Illustration: The ‘Red 
Rose’ City of Petra, Jordan.







	 3www.ashgate.com/history

             Follow us on twitter at 	
www.twitter.com/AshgateHistory
www.twitter.com/AshgateReligion

Patristics and Late Antiquity 2011

Athanasius
A Theological Introduction
Thomas G. Weinandy, 			 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, USA
Great Theologians Series
September 2007	 162 pages			 
Paperback	 978-0-7546-1720-4	 £19.99		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754617204

new
Body and Gender, Soul and Reason 	
in Late Antiquity
Gillian Clark, University of Bristol, UK
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS978

What does it mean to say that a human being is body 
and soul, and how does each affect the other? The papers 
collected here explore late antique philosophers’ answers, 
and use them to raise further questions. Among the topics 
dealt with are the following. The body needs food: what 
foods are best for the soul, and is it right to eat animal 
foods if animals are less rational than humans? The body 
is gendered for reproduction: are reason and the soul also 
gendered? Ascetic lifestyles may free our bodies from the 
limitations of gender and desire, so that our souls are free to 
reconnect with the divine; but this need must be balanced 
with the claims of family and society. Philosophers asked 
whether life in the body is exile for the soul; Christians 
defended their claim that body as well as soul would live 
after death, and even the smallest fragment of a martyr’s 
body is proof of resurrection.   
June 2011	 346 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-2375-1	 £80.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409423751

Forthcoming
Cassian’s Conferences
Scriptual Interpretation and the Monastic Ideal
Christopher J Kelly, 				  
Sacred Heart University, Fairfield, USA
New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and 	
Biblical Studies

This book explores Cassian’s use of scripture in the 
‘Conferences’, especially its biblical models to convey 
his understanding of the desert ideal to the monastic 
communities of Gaul. Cassian intended the scriptures and, 
implicitly, the Conferences to be the voices of authority and 
orthodoxy in the Gallic environment. He interprets familiar 
biblical characters in unfamiliar ways, ways that exemplify 
his ideal. By imitating their actions the monk enters a 
seamless lineage of authority stretching back to Abraham. 
This book demonstrates how the scriptures functioned as 
a dynamic force in the lives of Christian monks in the 4th 
/5th centuries, emphasizes the importance of Cassian in the 
development of the western monastic tradition, and offers 
an alternative to the sometimes problematic descriptions of 
patristic exegesis as “allegory” or “typology.” Cassian has 
been described as little more than a provider of information 
about Egyptian monasticism, but a careful reading of 
his work reveals a sophisticated agenda to define and 
institutionalize orthodox monasticism in the Latin West.
February 2012	 c. 196 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-0559-7	 c. £45.00		
ebook	 978-1-4094-0560-3			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409405597

Catholicity and Heresy in the 		
Early Church
Mark Edwards, Christ Church, Oxford, UK
… Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church can be 
recommended as a valuable and concise contribution to the 
study of early Christian doctrine and, more particularly, as 
a new attempt to appreciate the interrelationship between 
heresy and orthodoxy…’ 

Journal of Theological Studies

November 2009	 208 pages			 
Paperback	 978-0-7546-6297-6	 £16.99		
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6291-4	 £50.00		
ebook	 978-0-7546-9597-4			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754662976

Inspection Copies
Paperback titles marked with this symbol are available 
on a 60-day trial basis. After 60 days, you must either 
inform us that you will adopt the book for course use, 
return it or purchase it. Ashgate reserves the right to 
refuse requests for inspection copies. Please contact 
Bookpoint Limited. 
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new
Christ’s Resurrection in Early 
Christianity
and the Making of the New Testament
Markus Vinzent, King’s College London UK
‘...Professor Vinzent takes the reader on a fascinating 
journey through virtually every Christian text from the 
first two centuries in order to demonstrate the validity of 
his thesis. His judgments, informed by a comprehensive 
knowledge of previous research, are based on a thorough 
reading of the evidence. This book constitutes a great 
achievement to which I am sure I shall have frequent 
recourse.’ 

Gerd Lüdemann, Georg-August-University, Germany 

This is the first Patristic book to focus on the development 
of the belief in the Resurrection of Christ through the first 
centuries A.D. By Paul, Christ’s Resurrection is regarded as 
the basis of Christian hope. In the fourth century it becomes 
a central Christian tenet. But what about the discrepancy 
in the first three centuries? Vinzent offers an eye-opening 
experience with insights into the craftsmanship of early 
Christianity – the earliest existential debates about life and 
death, death and life – all centred on the cross, on suffering, 
enduring and sacrifice. 
August 2011	 282 pages			 
Paperback	 978-1-4094-1792-7	 c. £19.99		
Hardback	 978-1-4094-1791-0	 £60.00		
ebook	 978-1-4094-1793-4			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409417927

Christian Politics and Religious 
Culture in Late Antiquity
Neil McLynn, University of Oxford, UK
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS928

‘Neil B. McLynn’s book on politics and culture in late 
antiquity is an invaluable resource tool, offering a rare 
glimpse of Christian history during the fourth century. … 
His work is well researched, amply cited, and should be 
viewed as a treasure trove of information regarding an often 
misunderstood period of early Christianity.’ 

Catholic Books Review
September 2009	 334 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-5992-1	 £80.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754659921

new
Chronicles, Consuls, and Coins: 
Historiography and History in the 
Later Roman Empire
R.W. Burgess, University of Ottawa, Canada
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS984

The sources for reconstructing late Roman (or early 
Byzantine) history of the third to fifth centuries AD, are the 
central focus of the papers collected in this volume. The first 
section, ‘Historiography’, concentrates on the elucidation 
of a group of chronicles and breviaria whose texts are 
fundamental for our understanding of the history of the third 
and fourth centuries. The second section, ‘History’, presents 
a group of historical studies, ranging in time from the death 
of Constantine in 337 to the vicennalia of Anastasius in 511.
August 2011	 370 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-2820-6	 £85.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409428206

Church and Society in Late Antique 
Italy and Beyond
Claire Sotinel, Université Paris Est-Créteil, France
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS948

The papers presented here explore the interactions between 
clerics and the society in which Christian churches put 
down roots in Late Antiquity. Some of these complex 
processes involved in the christianisation of the Late Roman 
world, form the theme of the first three sections. The essays 
in these sections examine the Three Chapters controversy 
and the participation of lay and clerical protagonists in 
it, the social standing of Italian bishops (including their 
use of lay personnel and their economic impact) and a 
comparison of pagan and Christian places of worship. The 
essays included in the last section deal with communication 
in Late Antiquity. They present the first results of a long-term 
project on the changing role of information during the last 
centuries of the Roman world. Eight papers in the volume 
are published in English for the first time.
October 2010	 340 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-0022-6	 £85.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409400226
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new
The Cult of the Mother of God 		
in Byzantium
Texts and Images
Edited by Leslie Brubaker, University of Birmingham and 
Mary Cunningham, The University of Nottingham, UK
Birmingham Byzantine and Ottoman Studies: 11

This volume, on the cult of the Theotokos (Virgin Mary) 
in Byzantium, focuses on textual and historical aspects 
of the subject, thus complementing previous work which 
has centred more on the cult of images of the Mother 
of God. This international cast of scholars, consider 
the development and transformation of the cult from 
approximately the fourth through the twelfth centuries. 
The aim of this volume is to build on recent work on the 
cult of the Virgin Mary in Byzantium and to explore new 
areas of study. The rationale is critical and historical, using 
literary, artistic, and archaeological sources to evaluate her 
role in the development of the Byzantine understanding of 
the ways in which God interacts with creation by means of 
icons, relics and the Theotokos.
Includes 5 figures and 36 b&w colour plates

August 2011	 328 & 32 colour pp			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6266-2	 £65.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754662662

FORTHCOMING
Cult, Ritual, Divinity and Belief 	
in the Roman World
Duncan Fishwick, University of Alberta, Canada
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS994

The papers assembled in this selection of studies range 
in subject matter from early Judaic magic to an inscribed 
monument of the Neo-Classical period. The principal 
emphasis of the collection is nevertheless on religious 
developments under the High Roman Empire: problems 
arising from the interpretation of oriental cults imported 
from the Hellenistic East but primarily the development 	
of imperial cult, the one universal religion of the empire 
before the coming of Christianity.
February 2012	 c. 330 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-3686-7	 c. £85.00

	

new
Documenting Christianity in Egypt, 
Sixth to Fourteenth Centuries
Leslie S. B. MacCoull, Society for Coptic Archaeology 
(North America), USA
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS981

These studies cover three areas in Christian Egypt’s long 
and enduring history. The first deal with record-keeping 
in Coptic and Greek, showing how these languages were 
used to embody everyday transactions and messages. Then 
come five studies of the major sixth-century thinker, John 
Philoponus, who contributed to the self-definition of the 
non-Chalcedonian Egyptian church and employed both 
classical philosophy and biblical exegesis, providing fellow 
Miaphysites with needed intellectual tools. Finally, six 
articles ranging from sixth-century philosophy, poetry, and 
liturgy to the cultural productions of Egyptian Christians 
living under Muslim rule, examine how they sought to 
memorialize traditions and deal with internal conflict.
September 2011	 c. 350 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-2788-9	 £85.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409427889

Duns Scotus on God
Richard Cross, Oriel College, University of Oxford, UK
Ashgate Studies in the History of Philosophical Theology
June 2005	 302 pages			 
Paperback	 978-0-7546-1403-6	 £19.99		
Hardback	 978-0-7546-1402-9	 £65.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754614036

new
Galen, De diebus decretoriis, 		
from Greek into Arabic
A Critical Edition, with Translation 		
and Commentary, of Hunayn ibn Ishaq, 	
Kitab ayyam al-buhran
Glen M. Cooper, Brigham Young University, USA
Medicine in the Medieval Mediterranean: 2

This book presents the first edition, translation, and study 
of Hunayn ibn Ishaq’s Arabic translation of the Galenic 
treatise De diebus decretoriis (kitab ayyam al-buhran 
“Concerning the Critical Days”). It makes available this key 
text on prognosis in medicine, and at the same time throws 
new light on the activities of perhaps the most important 
translator in 9th-century Baghdad.
August 2011	 636 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-5634-0	 £75.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754656340
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Images of the Byzantine World
Visions, Messages and Meanings: 		
Studies presented to Leslie Brubaker
Edited by Angeliki Lymberopoulou, 		
The Open University, UK
The focus of this volume is the identification of ‘visions’, 
‘messages’, and ‘meanings’ in various facets of Byzantine 
culture and the possible differences perceived by their 
original audience and modern scholars. It addresses how 
far interpretations should go, whether there is a tendency 
to read too much into too little, or whether not enough 
attention is paid to apparent detail that may have been 
important in historical context. The essays span a wide 
chronological era, so present a means of assessing the 
relative degrees of continuity and change in Byzantine 
visions, messages and meanings over time. 
February 2011	 272 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-0776-8	 £65.00			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409407768

forthcoming
Interpreting the Bible and Aristotle 	
in Late Antiquity
The Alexandrian Commentary Tradition between 
Rome and Baghdad
Edited by Josef Lössl and John W. Watt, both at 		
Cardiff University, UK
This book brings together sixteen studies by internationally 
renowned scholars on the origins and early development of 
the Latin and Syriac biblical and philosophical commentary 
traditions. With its enormous breadth and the ground 
breaking originality of its contributions, this volume is an 
indispensable resource not only for specialists, but also 
for all students and scholars interested in late-antique 
intellectual history, especially the practice of teaching and 
studying philosophy, the philosophical exegesis of the Bible, 
and the role of commentary in the post-Hellenistic world as 
far as the classical renaissance in Islam.
November 2011	 c. 320 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-1007-2	 c. £70.00		
ebook	 978-1-4094-1008-9			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409410072

Irenaeus’s Demonstration of the 
Apostolic Preaching
A Theological Commentary and Translation
Iain M. MacKenzie, 				  
Canon Residentiary of Worcester, UK
November 2002	 250 pages			 
Paperback	 978-0-7546-0842-4	 £19.99		
Hardback	 978-0-7546-0840-0	 £55.00			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754608424

Jerome of Stridon
His Life, Writings and Legacy
Edited by Andrew Cain, University of Colorado, USA 
and Josef Lössl, Cardiff University, UK
Jerome of Stridon (c.346-420) is arguably the greatest 
polymath in Latin Christian antiquity; this is the most 
comprehensive and up to date volume on his life and work 
available in English today. Familiar debates are re-opened, 
hitherto uncharted terrain is explored, and problems old 
and new are posed and solved with the use of innovative 
methodologies. This is an indispensable resource not only 
for specialists on Jerome but also for students and scholars 
who cultivate interests broadly in the history, religion, 
society, and literature of the late antique Christian world. 
June 2009	 298 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6407-9	 £35.00		
ebook	 978-0-7546-9329-1			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754664079

John Climacus
From the Egyptian Desert to the 		
Sinaite Mountain
John Chryssavgis
‘A truly excellent survey of one of the most seminal 	
classics in the history of Eastern Christian spirituality’ 

Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, UK 
October 2004	 270 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-5040-9	 £55.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754650409

new
Law and Religion between Petra 	
and Edessa
Studies in Aramaic Epigraphy on the 		
Roman Frontier
John Healey, University of Manchester, UK
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS966

This volume collects, under the interrelated themes of 
religion and law, twenty-three articles by John Healey, with 
sections on Petra and Nabataean Aramaic, Edessa and Early 
Syriac and Aramaic and Society in the Roman Near East. 
Individual papers discuss the continuation of Ancient Near 
Eastern culture, the Aramaic legal tradition as well as the 
development of both written and spoken forms of Syriac 
and Nabatean. 
May 2011	 320 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-0367-8	 £80.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409403678
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A Liberal Theology for the 		
Twenty-First Century
A Passion for Reason
Michael J. Langford, University of Cambridge, UK 	
and Memorial University, Canada
‘Space does not permit me to do justice to the great richness 
of detail in Langford’s argument... his is a most welcome 
book which will serve well as a reference for any liberals 
and modernists out there who are feeling beleaguered in 
the post-modern times...(Langford) unravels for his readers 
a “liberal orthodoxy” which would be eminently preachable 
in any enquiring parish....this is a theology for the twenty-
first century that could well still be being read at the turn 	
of the next.’ 

Reviews in Religion and Theology
October 2001	 268 pages			 
Paperback	 978-0-7546-0504-1	 £19.99			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-0503-4	 £55.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754605041

Luke the Priest
The Authority of the Author of the Third Gospel
Rick Strelan, University of Queensland, Australia
‘This book is a model of clarity in the shaping of its 
argument and its use of a wide range of early Christian texts.’ 

Journal for the Study of the New Testament 

This book focuses on the authority and status of the author 
of Luke-Acts. What authority did he have to write a Gospel, 
to interpret the Jewish Scriptures and traditions of Israel, to 
interpret the Jesus traditions, and to update the narrative 
with a second volume with its interpretation of Paul and 
the other apostles who appear in the Acts narrative? Strelan 
constructs the author as a Jewish Priest, examining such 
issues as writing and orality, authority and tradition, and 
the status and role of priests. The analysis is set within the 
context of scholarly opinion about the author, the intended 
audience and other related issues. 
May 2008	 204 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6259-4	 £50.00		
ebook	 978-0-7546-8064-2			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754662594

Money, Power and Politics in Early 
Islamic Syria
A Review of Current Debates
Edited by John Haldon, Princeton University, USA
‘The volume has succeeded admirably in joining together 
a selection of some of the most active scholars in this 
discipline, a feature which makes this single volume a useful 
treasury of critical scholarship for all students of the Early 
Islamic period...it will be a constant source of reference.’ 

Rosetta

The transformation of the eastern provinces of the Roman 
empire from the middle of the seventh century CE under 
the impact of Islam has attracted a good deal of scholarly 
attention in recent years, and as more archaeological 
material becomes available, has been subject to revision 
and rethinking in ways that radically affect what we know 
or understand about the area, about state-building and 
the economy and society of the early Islamic world, and 
about issues such as urbanisation, town-country relations, 
the ways in which a different religious culture impacted 
on the built environment, and about politics. This volume 
represents the fruits of a workshop held at Princeton 
University in May 2007 to discuss the ways in which 
recent work has affected our understanding of the nature 
of economic and exchange activity in particular, and the 
broader implications of these advances for the history of 	
the region. 
August 2010	 226 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6849-7	 £60.00		
ebook	 978-1-4094-0397-5			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754668497

The Multilingual Experience in Egypt, 
from the Ptolemies to the Abbasids
Edited by Arietta Papaconstantinou, Université Paris 
1, Panthéon-Sorbonne, France, and Oriental Institute, 
University of Oxford, UK
The wealth of documentary sources preserved by Egypt’s 
papyri makes the country a privileged observation ground 
for the study of ancient multilingualism. Papyri capture 
more linguistic registers than other ancient and medieval 
sources, ranging as they do from very private documents not 
meant by their author to be read by future generations, to 
official documents produced by the administration, which 
are preserved in their original form. This collection of essays 
aims to make this wealth better known, as well as to give 
a diachronic view of multilingual practices in Egypt from 
the arrival of the Greeks as a political force in the country 
with Alexander the Great, to the beginnings of Abbasid 
rule when Greek, and slowly also Coptic, receded from the 
documentary record.
September 2010	 250 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6536-6	 £60.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754665366
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forthcoming
Plato’s Gods
Gerd Van Riel, University of Leuven, Belgium
Ashgate Studies in the History of Philosophical Theology

Plato moulded the entire tradition of philosophical theology. 
This book presents a comprehensive study into Plato’s 
theological doctrines, offering an important explanation of 
the entire Platonic ‘system’ and Plato’s innovations in the 
field of philosophical theology. Gerd van Riel expounds 
Plato’s views of the gods and the aims of his theology 
to purify the image of the gods, who must be seen as 
completely virtuous and with the intention to make men 
morally better. Plato’s account of the gods can be seen 
as a theology of transition, built on a tension between 
civic and individual religion, between transcendence 
and immanence, between polytheism and monotheism, 
and between the gods of tradition and the new, morally 
excellent but rather impersonal divine beings. Plato’s 
Gods explores the major questions raised by philosophical 
theology, from its very beginning, and paves the way 
for understanding later thinkers whose thought can be 
seen as a particular solution of the same dilemmas that 
dominated Plato’s views. This book will be of interest to all 
those studying or interested in philosophical theology and 
intellectual history. 
December 2011	 c. 240 pages			 
Paperback	 978-0-7546-0701-4	 c. £19.99	  
Hardback	 978-0-7546-0700-7	 c. £50.00

forthcoming
Plotinus, Porphyry and Iamblichus
Philosophy and Religion in Neoplatonism
Andrew Smith, University College Dublin, Ireland
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS979

These essays are devoted to Neoplatonism and especially 
to Plotinus and Porphyry. They deal with Plotinus’ 
development of the Platonic Forms, and include a lengthy 
assessment of Porphyry’s contribution to the Platonic 
tradition. Topics covered include the importance of practical 
ethical activity, Plotinus’ speculations on time and eternity 
as well as his observations on human consciousness. 
A closer examination of the role of religion, magic and 
myth in the life of the philosopher reveals a much richer 
and more nuanced appreciation of their importance and 
highlights the contribution of Iamblichus.
December 2011	 c. 336 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-2168-9	 c. £80.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409421689

new
Music in Ancient Judaism and 	
Early Christianity
John Arthur Smith
John Arthur Smith presents the first full-length study of 
music among the ancient Israelites, the ancient Jews and 
the early Christians in the Mediterranean lands during 
the period from 1000 BCE to 400 CE. He considers the 
physical, religious and social setting of the music, and how 
the music was performed. The book serves as a reliable 
introduction as well as being an invaluable guide through 
one of the most complex periods of music history.
April 2011	 294 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-0907-6	 £60.00			 
ebook	 978-1-4094-2161-0			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409409076

Origen Against Plato
Mark Julian Edwards, Christ Church, Oxford, UK
Ashgate Studies in Philosophy & Theology in Late Antiquity

‘Mark Edwards presents a scholarly case for Origen as a 
Christian theologian... There is little doubt that Origen was 
harshly treated by his condemnation, 300 years after his 
death.  This book is a welcome contribution to the long 
process of his rehabilitation.’ 

Church Times
October 2002	 198 pages			 
Paperback	 978-0-7546-0828-8	 £19.99		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754608288
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The Poetry of Thought 		
in Late Antiquity
Essays in Imagination and Religion
Patricia Cox Miller, Syracuse University, USA
‘Patricia Cox Miller [is] a master of the skillfully wrought 
essay, able to communicate far beyond her subdisciplines.  
Students of theology, hermeneutics, and comparative 
literature would do well to take notice... Miller’s essays 
make their most eloquent case for the ongoing relevance 
of Early Christian Studies to contemporary critical debate... 
[these essays present] vivid and imaginative visions.’ 

Journal of Religion
June 2001	 298 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-1488-3	 £55.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754614883

The Power of Religion in Late Antiquity
Edited by Andrew Cain and Noel Lenski, 		
both at the University of Colorado at Boulder, USA
‘… this is a highly enjoyable collection of papers, and most 
readers will encounter something new to them…’ 

Bryn Mawr Classical Review 

Late Antiquity witnessed a dramatic recalibration in the 
economy of power, and nowhere was this more pronounced 
than in the realm of religion. The transformations that 
occurred in this pivotal era moved the ancient world into 
the Middle Ages and forever changed the way that religion 
was practiced. The twenty eight studies in this volume 
explore this shift using evidence ranging from Latin poetic 
texts, to Syriac letter collections, to the iconography of 
Roman churches and Merowingian mortuary goods. The 
kaleidoscope of perspectives they provide creates a richly 
illuminating volume that add a new social and political 
dimension to current debates about religion in		
Late Antiquity. 
December 2009	 486 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6725-4	 £70.00			 
ebook	 978-0-7546-9633-9			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754667254

Rhetoric and Philosophy from Greek 
into Syriac
John W. Watt, Cardiff University, UK
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS960

The articles collected in this volume are concerned with the 
transmission and development of the Greek achievement 
among Syriac scholars of the Fertile Crescent during the four 
centuries after 500CE, particularly in the fields of rhetoric 
and philosophy. Cumulatively they show how many aspects 
of Greek culture were received and elaborated in Syriac, 
and contribute to understanding the ways in which that 
culture exercised a powerful influence on the medieval 
Near East and the burgeoning Islamic civilisation.
August 2010	 330 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-0020-2	 £80.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409400202

new
Romans, Barbarians, and the 
Transformation of the Roman World
Cultural Interaction and the Creation of Identity 
in Late Antiquity
Edited by Ralph Mathisen and Danuta Shanzer, both 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA
One of the most significant transformations of the Roman 
world between the fourth and seventh centuries C.E. was 
the integration and impact of barbarian peoples into the 
social, cultural, religious and political Mediterranean world. 
This was the theme of the 2005 Shifting Frontiers in Late 
Antiquity Conference at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. The selection of conferences papers published 
here remind us that the transformation of the Roman world 
took place in a Roman context and that Romanitas always 
was the touchstone against which social, intellectual and 
political developments were measured.
March 2011	 398 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6814-5	 £65.00			 
ebook	 978-1-4094-1243-4			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754668145
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Space, Time, and Presence in the Icon
Seeing the World with the Eyes of God
Clemena Antonova, Royal Flemish Academy 	
for Science and the Arts, Belgium
Ashgate Studies in Theology, Imagination and the Arts

‘...this book will delight the specialist and challenge the 
generalist but regardless will open up any entirely new 
way of thinking for any reader...Antonova has challenged 
the temptation to engage with Orthodox iconography with 
Western artistic eyes and reveals that depth of theological 
meaning also lies in the artistic method employed in the 
creation of the icon.’ 

Transitions 

Drawing on the work of Pavel Florensky, one of the 	
foremost Russian religious philosophers at the beginning of 
the 20th century, Antonova shows that Florensky’s concept 
of ‘supplementary planes’ can be used productively within 
a new approach to the question. Antonova works up new 
criteria for the understanding of how space and time can 
be handled in a way that does not reverse standard linear 
perspective (as conventionally claimed) but acts in its own 
way to create eternalised images which are not involved 
with perspective at all. Arguing that the structure of the icon 
is determined by a conception of God who exits in past, 
present, and future, simultaneously, Antonova develops an 
iconography of images done in the Byzantine style both 
in the East and in the West which is truer to their own 
cultural context than is generally provided for by western 
interpretations. This book draws upon philosophy, theology 
and liturgy to see how relatively abstract notions of a deity 
beyond time and space enter images made by painters. 
December 2009	 206 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6798-8	 £50.00		
ebook	 978-0-7546-9738-1			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754667988

				  

FORTHCOMING
The Spirit of Augustine’s Early 
Theology
Contextualizing Augustine’s Pneumatology
Chad Tyler Gerber, Walsh University, USA
Ashgate Studies in Philosophy & Theology in Late Antiquity

St Augustine’s pneumatology remains one of his most 
distinctive, decisive, and ultimately divisive contributions to 
the story of Christian thought. How did his understanding 
of the Spirit develop? Why does he identity the Spirit with 
divine love and cosmic order? And from what personal and 
literary sources did he receive inspiration? This examination 
of Augustine’s pneumatology – the first book-length 
study of this important topic available – seeks answers in 
Augustine’s earliest extant writings, penned during the years 
surrounding his famed return to the Catholic Church and 
the height of his efforts to synthesize Catholic theology and 
the Platonic philosophy of his day which had postulated 
a divine ‘trinity’ of its own. Careful analysis of these 
initial texts casts fresh light upon Augustine’s more mature 
and well-known theology of the Holy Spirit while also 
illuminating on-going discussions about his early thought 
such as the nature and extent of his Platonic sympathies and 
the possibility that the recent convert remained committed 
to the divinity of the human soul.
February 2012	 c. 224 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-2437-6	 c. £50.00		
ebook	 978-1-4094-2438-3

Studies on the Formation 		
of Christian Armenia
Nina G. Garsoïan, Columbia University, USA
Variorum Collected Studies Series: CS959

This is the third collection of articles by Nina Garsoïan on 
Early Armenian history and civilization. A number of articles 
included here continue earlier investigations of Iranian and 
Byzantine political and, especially, doctrinal and social 
influences on Medieval Armenia, precariously wedged 
between the two super-powers of the period, Byzantium 
and Sasanian Persia. A second theme is the development 	
of the autocephalous Armenian Church as it freed itself from 
foreign pressures and achieved its own dogmatic position. 
August 2010	 310 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-0366-1	 £75.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409403661

Transformations of Late Antiquity
Essays for Peter Brown
Edited by Philip Rousseau, 			 
Catholic University of America, USA and 		
Manolis Papoutsakis, Princeton University, USA
February 2009	 366 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6553-3	 £65.00			 
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754665533
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The Worlds of Eastern Christianity, 300–1500
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Series Editors: Robert Hoyland, Oxford University, UK and Arietta Papaconstantinou, 			 
University of Paris I, Panthéon-Sorbonne, France

This series aims to promote a more holistic and inter-disciplinary approach towards the history of the East Christian 
communities of the Byzantine, Iranian and Islamic worlds during the period 300-1500. It has two parts: the first 
presenting each of the East Christian cultural and linguistic communities in turn; the second focusing on a number 
of themes that cut across usual cultural, confessional and linguistic divides. Each volume brings together the most 
influential articles on the given topic and will open with an introduction by a leading expert in the field who will 

discuss the key aspects and debates and try to frame new questions and directions for future research. It is intended that they 
will act as a stimulus for new research into Eastern Christianity and as such they will be essential reading for all students and 
academics of Late Antiquity, Byzantium, Islam and Western Christendom.

FORTHCOMING
Doctrine and Debate in the East 
Christian World, 300-1500
Edited by Averil Cameron, Keble College, Oxford, UK 
and Robert Hoyland, Oxford University, UK
The Worlds of Eastern Christianity, 300–1500: 11

This volume presents an introduction to, and a selection of 
the key studies on, the ways in which and means by which 
the different Eastern Christianities debated with one another 
and with their competitors: pagans, Jews, Muslims and 
Latin Christians. It also includes the iconoclast controversy, 
which divided parts of the East Christian world in the 
seventh to ninth centuries, and devotes space both to the 
methodological tools that evolved in the process of debate 
and the promulgation of doctrine, and to the literary genres 
through which the debates were expressed.
October 2011	 c. 450 pages			 
Hardback	 978-1-4094-0034-9	 c. £100.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409400349

FORTHCOMING
Languages and Cultures of Eastern 
Christianity: Ethiopian
Edited by Alessandro Bausi, 			 
University of Hamburg, Germany
The Worlds of Eastern Christianity, 300–1500: 4

This volume brings together a set of contributions, many 
appearing in English for the first time, together with a new 
introduction, covering the history of the Ethiopian Christian 
civilization in its formative period (300-1500 AD). Rooted 
in the late antique kingdom of Aksum (present day Northern 
Ethiopia and Eritrea), and lying between Byzantium, Africa 
and the Near East, this civilization is presented in a series 
of case studies. At a time when philological and linguistic 
investigations are being challenged by new approaches in 
Ethiopian studies, this volume emphasizes the necessity 
of basic research, while avoiding the reduction of cultural 
questions to matters of fact and detail.
November 2011	 c. 450 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-6997-5	 c. £110.00	
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754669975

FORTHCOMING
Languages and Cultures of Eastern 
Christianity: Georgian
Edited by Stephen H. Rapp, Jr. University of Bern, 
Switzerland and Paul Crego, Library of Congress, USA
The Worlds of Eastern Christianity, 300–1500: 5

This volume brings together a set of key studies on the 
history and culture of Christian Georgia, along with a 
substantial new introduction. The opening section sets the 
regional context, in relation to the Byzantine empire in 
particular, while subsequent parts deal with the conversion 
and christianisation of the country, the making of a 
“national” church and the development of a historical 
identity.
November 2011	 c. 450 pages			 
Hardback	 978-0-7546-5986-0	 c. £100.00		
www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754659860

Keep up-to-date with new books 	
published in a series
Make sure you get a copy of all new 		
books published in a series by setting 		
up a standing order.

Sign up for a standing order online at 		
www.ashgate.com/standingorder to receive 	
a 10% discount on every new title in the series. 
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