
Contents

List of Figures  �   ix
Notes on Contributors  �   xi
Acknowledgements  �   xv
Abbreviations  �   xvii

Introduction: Power and Religion on the Frontier of Late Antiquity  �   1
Noel Lenski

Part I	R eligion and the Power of the Word

1	D isarming Aeneas: Fulgentius on Arms and the Man  �   21
	 Emily Albu

2	 “Apocalypse? No.”—The Power of Millennialism and its 
	 Transformation in Late Antique Christianity  �   31
	 Josef Lössl

3	 Clementissimus Imperator: Power, Religion, and Philosophy in 
Ambrose’s De obitu Theodosii and Seneca’s De clementia   �  45

	 Giacomo Raspanti

4	 Haec quibus uteris verba: The Bible and Boethius’ Christianity    � 57
	 Danuta Shanzer

Part II	 Power Over the Divine: Porphyry, Iamblichus, and the 
	 Struggles for the Philosophical Tradition

5	 The Power of Religious Rituals: A Philosophical Quarrel on the  
Eve of the Great Persecution  �   81

	 Elizabeth DePalma Digeser

6	S ubjugating the Divine: Iamblichus on the Theurgic Evocation  �   93
	 Sergio Knipe

7	A rbiter of the Oracular: Reading Religion in Porphyry of Tyre  �   103
	 Aaron P. Johnson



The Power of Religion in Late Antiquityvi

PART III	 Emperors and the Deployment of Religious Power

8	 Church, State, and Children: Christian and Imperial Attitudes  
Toward Infant Exposure in Late Antiquity  �   119

	 Judith Evans Grubbs

9	I mperial Politics at the Court of Theodosius II  �   133
	 Hugh Elton

10	 “The Trembling of Cain”: Religious Power and  
Institutional Culture in Justinianic Oath-Making  �   143

	 Charles Pazdernik

11	 Power from Humility: Justinian and the  
Religious Authority of Monks  �   155

	 Hartmut Leppin

PART IV	 Ecclesiastical Hierarchies and the Limits of Religious Power

12	 Currencies of Power: The Venality of Offices in the  
Later Roman Empire  �   167

	 Sabine R. Huebner

13	R eligion and Power in the Early Thought of John Chrysostom  �   181
	 Justin Stephens

14	 “The truth shall make you free”: Augustine on the  
Power of Religion  �   189

	 Gillian Clark

15	 “Our own most severe judges”: The Power of Penance in the  
Eusebius Gallicanus Sermons  �   201

	 Lisa Bailey

Part V	 Constantine and the Power of the Cross

16	S olar Power in Late Antiquity  �   215
	 H. A. Drake

17	H ow to Read a Halo: Three (or More) Versions of  
Constantine’s Vision  �   227

	 Jacqueline Long

18	 The Power of the Cross: Celestial Cross Appearances in the  
Fourth Century  �   237

	 Jan Willem Drijvers



Contents vii

PART VI	 Rome: The Center of Power

19	 Augures et pontifices: Public Sacral Law in Late Antique Rome 
(Fourth–Fifth Centuries ad)  �   251

	 Rita Lizzi Testa

20	I magining the Capitolium in Late Antiquity  �   279
	 Lucy Grig

21	 The Making of a Papal Rome: Gregory I and the  
letania septiformis  �   293

	 Jacob A. Latham

PART VII	T he Power of Religion in the Barbarian West

22	R icimer’s Church in Rome: How an Arian Barbarian Prospered in a  
Nicene World  �   307

	 Ralph W. Mathisen

23	G regory of Tours and “Arianism”  �   327
	 Edward James

24	 The Imagery of Personal Objects: Hints of “Do-It-Yourself”  
Christian Culture in Merovingian Gaul?  �   339

	 Bailey K. Young

PART VIII	T he Power of Religion in the Communities of the East

25	A ntioch and the Intersection between Religious Factionalism,  
Place, and Power in Late Antiquity  �   357

	 Wendy Mayer

26	O n the Way to Bethlehem: Mary between Jerome and  
John of Jerusalem  �   369

	 Hagith Sivan

27	 Christianity in War: Ammianus on Power and Religion in  
Constantius’ Persian War  �   383

	 John Weisweiler

28	 Persecuting Heresy in Early Islamic Iraq: The Catholicos  
Ishoyahb III and the Elites of Nisibis  �   397

	 Richard E. Payne

Bibliography  �   411
Index  �   459




