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entrainment 34, 132, 160
equalization 63, 65
ethnic identity 129
ethnomusicology 6, 32, 155
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finger-tapping 66
Fitzgerald, Ella 53

Book 1.indb   193 22/12/2009   14:05:39



The Musical Ear: Oral Tradition in the USA194

fixity 119, 121–3, 126
Fletcher, Alice 101, 103
florid 13
flute(s) 7, 29, 31, 32, 65, 82, 115, 116
folk, folkloric 4–5, 10, 155–6, 159

background 109
culture 90, 123, 156
definition 6
genres 43
materials 107, 109–10, 117–18
societies 81
sources 91, 100, 103
texts 45
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songs 98
troupes 98
tunes 3

minstrelsy, blackface 92, 99
mishearing 69
Monahan, Pat vii, 52–3, 55–6, 58

‘Drops of Jupiter’ 53
‘Her Eyes’ vii, 53, 55–6
Last of Seven 53

Monk, Thelonius 113
monophonic music 82, 85
monotone 3
Moore, Mary Carr, Narcissa 103
Moravian 95
Morgan, Justin 84
motherese 36
motivation 14, 46
motives 35, 39, 53, 78, 100, 146, 148
motor memory 73
Mountain Spirits, Mountain Spirit Dancers 

17, 21 see also Gaʔhe
Moyse, Marcel 116
Mozart, Wolfgang A. 3, 16, 78, 95
multi-instrumentalist 30
multi-track(ing) 49, 58, 68
music 

and meaning 33, 147
and memory 33
perception 145

musical 
as adjective for ability 116, 127–9, 

146–7, 158, 162
achievement(s) 127
activity 120
acts 80

Book 1.indb   197 22/12/2009   14:05:40



The Musical Ear: Oral Tradition in the USA198

musical (continued)
affect 71
amateur(s) 98
aptitutude 141
background 7
brain 150
capacity(ies) 6, 127, 145, 150
career 95
characteristics 68
composition(s) 95
connoisseur 85
content 107
contours 123
creativity 22, 72
criticism 96
culture(s) 3, 5, 21–2, 49, 58, 82, 83, 95, 

122, 125, 161, 163
dialogue(s) 72
direction 86, 88
discourse 59
drama 91
education 89, 95
effects 132
elite 87
emotion(s) 149
experience(s) xi, 30, 36, 140, 157
expression(s) 140, 157
family 63
features 119, 160
forces 75
fragments 60, 62
genre 88
groups 139
grunts 127
hallucinations 72
history 6, 81, 117
idea 78
identity 158
imagery 78
improvisation 72
inferiority 143
influences 81
instrument(s) 49, 61, 82
interactions 153
language 98
life 4, 37
lines 100
literacy 30, 84, 91, 121

material(s) 72, 111
memory 34, 76, 127
mental activity 145
motive 35
nature 132
notation 1, 30, 34
opportunities 128
parameters 157
participation 162
passages 41
pattern(s) 44, 71, 147
personalities 5
phrase(s) 55, 76, 77
piece 154
play 153
practices 98
pulse 34
qualities 57, 134, 147
reputation 3
resources 82
rhythm 43
scenarios 1
score 52
settings 15
sound(s) 40, 52, 74,120, 129
structure 59, 93
style(s) 16, 93, 110
system 149
talent 141
terms 152
text(s) 81, 122–3
theater 70, 89, 90, 92, 110
thinking 74
traditions 6
training 95, 114, 120, 123, 141, 156
transcription 19
utterances 141, 145
variants
work 50
workings 6

musicality 43, 116, 128, 143, 145, 146, 
148, 158

musicalized speech 145, 147
musically 

gifted 145
inferior 163
literate 83, 124
non-literate 122

Book 1.indb   198 22/12/2009   14:05:40



Index 199

oral community 126
proficient 129
trained 158
untrained 140

musicology xi, 32, 150, 155, 159
musicking 132
Muzak 128

Narmour, Eugene 74–5
narrative(s) 148

form 146
outlines 11
structures 46
of travel, 81

nasal sound 11, 136
Native Americans 16, 18, 81, 99, 161
Native-American 

ceremonial tradition 31
healer 16
music, themes 4, 5, 95, 99, 101–3

Native-American flute 31
Navajo(s) 17, 18, 142
Negro Spiritual 94, 101
neo-natal effects 37
net 46
network 55, 130
Newcomb, Ethel 114
neural Darwinism 120
neuron(s) 40–41, 43–4
neuronal connection 158
neuronal oscillation 34–5
neuropsychology 149
neuroscience(s) 33, 42, 44, 152, 154, 159
neuroscientist 74, 125, 146
Nevin, [Arthur] A Daughter of the Forest 

103
niche 

audience 79
markets 137

Nicholls, David 4, 81, 87, 92–3, 110
nineteenth century 1, 5, 81, 87, 89, 91–5, 

98–9, 114, 124, 128, 142, 162
non-elitist 158
non-lexical syllables 20
Northern Ireland 30
Northwest Blues vii, 25
notation(s) 1, 2, 7, 9, 28–30, 34, 42, 49–53, 

59, 63, 66, 68, 80, 83, 87–8, 94, 99, 

114, 119, 121–2, 124–6, 130, 143, 
157, 162

notational 49–50, 59–60
Notorious B.I.G. 63
nursery school 135, 139–40

O’Beirne, Gerry 30
O Brother, Where art thou? 12, 137
‘O Death’ 11, 12, 14, 161
Ò Domhnaill, Mícheál 27
Ohrwurm 56, 77
O’Keefe, John 90
Old Primitive Baptists 11
Old Regular Baptists 86, 88
Oldominion Collective 63–4
O’Neill, Capt. Francis 30
Opie, Peter and Iona 139
oral 

art(s) 81, 162
circulation 93
community 126
component 118
composition 74, 159
culture(s) 34, 42, 118, 121–2, 126, 

162–3
epic 21, 121
features 81
heritage 116
histories 3
materials 81
means of composition 121
mode 52, 123, 148
nature 159, 163
practices 4, 117
process(es) 9, 15, 118,125
repertoire 3
singer 121
styles 124
tradition(s) 1–9, 2–4, 11, 14–16, 19, 

21, 27, 31–4, 40, 42–4, 46–7, 49, 
52, 60, 64, 66, 69, 70, 77, 80–84, 
87–8, 93, 95, 104–5, 112, 114, 116, 
118, 121, 124–7, 131, 134, 139, 
145, 155–63

transmission 2, 44–6, 93–4, 114, 
122–4, 126, 160

oral/aural 1, 4, 6–8, 105, 117, 119, 126, 
155

Book 1.indb   199 22/12/2009   14:05:40



The Musical Ear: Oral Tradition in the USA200

oral/aural learning 8
orally 5, 42, 49, 68, 70, 73, 88–92, 98, 

116–17, 119, 122, 126, 156, 158, 
161–2

memorized 121
produced 126
transmitted 18, 99, 122, 124–5, 157–60

ordinary 
American(s) 127–8, 145
consumer 142
human(s) 6, 145, 157–8
listener 60, 120, 123
person, people 5, 8, 90, 105, 127, 132, 

134, 136, 155, 156
teenagers 156

ornaments 13, 14, 27, 122
ostinato, ostinati 60, 66, 106, 113
overlearning 45–6
overtones 39, 57
owl and turkey cries 22, 167

Paderewski, Ignacy Jan 114
Panksepp, Jaak 149–51
parent–infant bonds 158
parent–infant interchange 43
Paris Conservatoire 116
Parish, Mitchell 52
Parker, Horatio, Mona 103
Parker, John Rowe 96
Partch, Harry, Cloud Chamber Music, The 

Bewitched 103
passive 

participation 158
repertoire 133

pastiche(s) 91
Patel, Aniruddh 125, 161
Patrick Street band 27
patriotic

celebration 135
singing 131
song(s) 96, 105
tunes 97, 108
words 132

patrons 5
pattern recognition 44–5, 71
Patterson, Annie 130
Pegee13 vii, 63–5

‘Giuseppe’ vii, 64

pentatonic 14, 94, 98
People’s Song Bulletin, The 130
People’s Song Collective 130
Pepusch, William 89
perfect pitch 21
performance(s) 3, 14, 32,41–4, 46–7, 49, 

58, 61, 70–73, 89–90, 116–17, 
122–4, 131–2, 135–6, 155, 157

context(s) 30, 81
from memory 157
practice(s) 81, 86, 98, 104, 117
style 136

performers 5, 27–8, 30–31, 38, 46, 49, 66, 
71, 92, 98, 104, 115, 125, 134, 136, 
142–3

personal music137
Pharaohs, The 56
phonological loop 38–9
phrase(s) 1, 11, 29, 35, 37, 39, 40, 50–51, 

55, 58, 60, 62, 69–70, 72, 75–7, 
85–7, 110, 124, 134

piano(s) 3, 51–2, 58, 73–4, 98, 102–4, 
106–7, 109, 112–17, 129, 135, 162

arrangement(s) 50–52
black notes 50
lessons 104, 116
marches 104
music 30
piece(s) 95, 100, 102, 112
rolls 111
Russian school 115
style(s) 103, 112
teachers 114–16
transposing 51

pianolas 106
Pickett, Wilson 25
Pilgrims 83
Pinker, Steven 146, 152–3
pitch(es) 21, 35–40, 45, 53, 58, 69–70, 

85–7, 114, 120, 125, 131–2, 134–6, 
147, 153

pitch-groupings
plantation balls 93
‘Planxty John O’Connor’ 90
plasticity 120, 123, 158
playlist 138
Pocahontas 103, 140
Polish Goral music 68

Book 1.indb   200 22/12/2009   14:05:40



Index 201

polka band 68
polyphonic music 85
polyrhythmic music 113
Poor Soldier, The 90
popular 

art 85
dance rhythms 108
entertainer(s) 91
melody 75
music 3–4, 6–7, 49–50, 56–8, 60, 62, 

67–8, 71, 73, 77–9, 81, 89, 97–8, 
104, 107, 111–13, 124, 126, 136–7, 
155, 157, 159

music culture 123
musical groups 139
musicians 51, 76
performer 71
piano style 112
singers 135
song(s) 35, 50, 52, 75–6, 124, 134, 

140, 142
style(s) 31, 105, 124
tune(s) 73, 84, 90, 94, 97, 106, 108, 

135
Portland, OR 25–7, 30, 57, 63, 130, 134
pow wow 31–2
precentor 85, 87
predictability 45
prenatal 

effects 37
hearing 36
influence 37

pre-recording 68
pre-school 139–41 
Presley, Elvis 3, 58, 136
‘Pretty Polly’ 11
processing 39, 41, 156, 158, 161
producer(s) 1, 50, 53, 60–64, 66, 68, 79, 

86, 128, 138
producers/engineers 32
Propp, Vladimir 15
psalm(s) 85–7
psalm tunes 84, 86–7, 95
psalm-singing 81, 84–7, 117

Old Way 85–6
Regular 87
Usual Way 84–5, 87–8

psychological studies 33, 42, 145–6

psychologist(s) 42–3, 141, 145
psychology 6, 33–4, 42, 44, 46
puberty rite 16, 18, 151
Public Enemy 62–3
pubs
Pueblo Indian

ceremony 18
people 17
tribe 18

Puritans 83

Quebec 30

radio 2, 10, 31, 45, 76, 88, 106, 123, 128, 
135, 155, 162

ragging 104
ragtime 81

Bolcom and 112–13 
composers 103–4
Gershwin and 111
Ives and 105–6
piano 103–4, 113

rap, rapping 31, 60–63, 65, 73, 136
rapper(s) 61–2, 65
Rapper Chuck D. 62
‘Rapper’s Delight’ 61
raspy sound 136
Read, Daniel 84
recordings vii, 2–3, 10–11, 20, 22–5, 27–8, 

30–32, 44, 47, 49–53, 56–8, 61, 63, 
67, 70, 73, 76, 79, 86, 88, 94, 104, 
116–17, 119, 123, 126, 130, 134–9, 
142, 155, 159–60, 162

re-creation 159
Redding, Otis 24
Reed, Jimmy 23
reel 28
refrain(s) 14, 20–22, 69, 91, 167
reggae beat 94
regionalism(s) 30
remix 138
repetition(s) 5, 29, 39, 43, 45, 73, 76–8, 

122–4, 153, 156–7
repertoire(s) 1, 3, 9, 11, 18–20, 24, 27, 33, 

45, 71, 72, 83, 89, 94, 97, 111, 121, 
127, 132–7, 140, 142–3, 155, 156, 
158–9, 162–3

representational redescription 153–4

Book 1.indb   201 22/12/2009   14:05:40



The Musical Ear: Oral Tradition in the USA202

retention 38, 46, 69, 77
revival folksong 7–8, 14, 130
rhythm and blues 58
rhythmic 

complexity 125
content 3, 123
cue 75
effects 71, 125
elements 111
games 127
mistake 57
movement 151
pattern 111
sound 2, 58
traits 102
units 43

riff(s) 25, 53, 55, 57, 124
Ritchie, Jean 88
ritual 151, 157

concert attendance 139
dancing 139
information 151
music 5, 32
Native American 99
occasion(s) 135, 142
performances 21, 23, 29
religious 8
Rotary International Club 129
uses 155

Robinson, Earl 81, 109–10
rock and roll 112–13
rock band(s) 1, 22, 25, 142
‘Rockin’ in Rhythm’ 52
rocks: bell, lithophonic ringing, singing, 

sonorous 65–6
‘Roll Jordan’ and ‘Roll Jordan, Roll’ 94
rolls (ornaments) 27–8, 111
Root, George 97–8
roots music 6, 9, 137
‘Rose Tree, The’ 90
Rotary International 129
Rouse, Christopher 113
Rubin, David 6, 34, 42–4, 46, 70, 75, 101, 

121, 155
Rubtsov, Feodosy 15

samplers 49, 61–3, 65
Sandburg, Carl, The American Songbag 109

Satchmo (Louis Armstrong) 3
Saturday Market 1, 24
scat-singing 73
Schnabel, Artur 114
Schoenfeld, Henry 103
Scotland 15–16, 30, 65, 85, 89
Scots-Irish heritage 92, 98–9
Scott, James 104
Scottish 15–16, 27, 85–6, 90, 99
scratching 61
Seattle 25, 30, 52, 64
secular music 88–9
Seeger, Charles 4
Seeger, Pete 130
semantic memory 41–2, 44
sensory memory 38–9
sequencer 64
Serbo-Croation epics 8, 15, 21, 121
sermons 46
seventeenth century 1, 15–16, 82–3, 85, 

88, 163
shaker (musical instrument) 65
shakes (musical ornament) 27
shape-note 

hymnbooks 95
hymnody 117
hymns 94
traditions 3, 94

Sharp, Cecil J.
Shield, William 90
Shocklee, Hank 63
short-term memory 35, 39–41, 44, 69
Siegmeister, Elie 109–10, 118
similarity 14, 40, 71
Simon, Paul 51
Simone, Nina 53
Sinatra, Frank
Singalong 130
Singer (Apache) see healer; medicine man
Singer of Tales, The 15, 21, 34
Singing School(s) 3, 87, 94
sing-song 36, 85
skeleton notation 49
skeleton version 29
skilled conduits 46
Skilton, Charles Sanford, Kalopin 103
slap bass 66
slave(s), slavery 81, 92, 93, 98, 100

Book 1.indb   202 22/12/2009   14:05:40



Index 203

Sliabh Luchra 29–30
Sligo, Sligo style 27, 28, 29, 30
Small, Christopher 132
soccer games 131
social 

bonding 129
interaction(s) 139–40, 154
uncertainty 133, 153

song circles 130–31
song-writers 74
Songcatcher vii, 10–11
sonic 

color 57
context 56
experimentation 58
properties 66

sound 
color(s) 34, 57–8, 68
image 76, 135–6
imagery 78
track 142

Sousa, John Philip 106
Southern, Eileen 94
Southern Harmony, The 94
spaced practice 45
‘Spanish Lady, The’ 84
spectographs 36, 147
spirituals 95, 10–11, 108, 111, 117
Stanley, Ralph 12, 
Still, William Grant 81, 110
Stolet, Jeffrey xi, 62, 64
Strabane 30
Stravinsky, Igor 113
Streisand, Barbra 51
styles 3, 17, 31–2, 67, 87, 93, 99, 102–3, 

112, 123–4, 135, 147
subcortical region 150
sub-vocalization 78
Sugar Hill Gang 61
Sweeney’s Dream 27
synchronization 125
syncopation(s) 104, 106
synthesizer 7, 49, 52, 62, 64

tacit knowledge 2
Tacoma, WA 56
Talamantez, Inés xi, 19, 21
talent(ed) 14, 30, 79, 128, 133, 141

tango 108
technology 162
television 2, 59, 128
template 43, 74, 145
tension 149, 153
textual 34, 43, 76, 98
texture, textural 25, 53, 67–8, 77, 159
theater music 88, 91, 117
‘There’s a Meeting Here Tonight’ 94
Thomson, Virgil 108
Thornton, Big Mama 58
Tibetan chanting 68 
timbral 62, 66, 126, 136, 166

changes 166
discrimination(s) 59, 62, 126, 136
palette 126
quality 39, 60

timbre(s) 34–5, 40, 56–60, 62–8, 71, 77, 
87–8, 120, 124–6, 134–7, 143, 145, 
147–8, 157–8

Tin Pan Alley 104, 111
tipi(s) 18–23
tipi song 19–20, 167–8
‘Todlen Hame’ 90
toggling 61
tonal melodies 37
tonal music 76
tonality 41
Tormé, Mel 53
traditional 

beliefs 18
category at Grammy Awards 10
cultures 123
definition of 6
English ballads 69
environment 107
fiddler 29
folk music 4, 81
folk musicians 155
folk performance 116
instrument 53
kind of art-music 95
lineage 1, 8, 56, 81, 114–18
manner of learning 45
meaning 60
music 6, 71
musical characteristics 68
musical instruments 61, 66

Book 1.indb   203 22/12/2009   14:05:41



The Musical Ear: Oral Tradition in the USA204

musicians 30
Navajo idea 142
norms 31
notation 157
player(s) 30
practices, African-American 104
singers 9, 33, 47
song 16
southern spirituals 108
tunes 28

Train (band) 52–3
trans-Siberian migration 17
transcribed, transcriber, transcribes 49–52, 

107, 140–41
transcriber/arranger 50–52
transcribing 51
transcription(s) 7, 14, 19, 124,165–8
transpose, transposed 38
transposing 21

piano 50
Trehub, Sandra 6, 36, 153
Treitler, Leo 121–2
Trevarthen, Colwyn 6, 145–7, 152–3, 158
triad(s) 20, 140
triadic melody 22
tribal 4, 16, 18–19
triplets 27–8
Troyer, Carlos 103
trumpet 65, 82, 106, 113
Tulving, Endel 41–2
tune(s) 1, 3, 7, 9, 11–16, 20–22, 24–31, 

33, 40, 45–7, 50, 66, 69–71, 73–7, 
83–7, 89, 90–98, 100, 102, 104–10, 
116, 122–3, 128, 130–32, 134–6, 
140, 142, 145, 146

book 96
contour 13, 15, 75, 87, 93, 136
pairing of 31

tuneful 136
‘Turkey in the Straw’ 90
turntables 61
Turpin, Tom 104

unconscious 7, 41–2, 60, 74, 110
unison 22, 99

variants 14–15, 21, 29, 70–71, 70, 89–90, 
92, 94, 98, 117, 159

variation 29, 72
Vengerova, Isabelle 115
vibrato 10
‘Vilikins and his Dinah’ 90
viola da gamba 82
violin(s) 26, 82–3, 96, 100, 113
viols 83
virginals 82–3
virtuoso

organ preludes 113
rock guitarist 143
tradition 99
violin solo 96

visual 
aid 124
arts 63, 141
awareness 7
cues 151
image 29, 39, 69
imagey 78
learning 29
mode 148
objects 63
sense 35
signals 150

vocal 
chords 57
color 10
duo 11
folds 153
gestures 36
improvisation 73
learning 125
music 7
performances 32, 58
skills 133
timbre 71, 87, 134, 136, 148
traditions 1, 7

vocalist 24, 119, 142
vocalization(s) 36, 44, 72, 78
vocals 57, 61, 70
vocoder 64
voice quality 36, 147–8

Wailers, The 56–7
Wallin, Nils 146, 161
Wallmark, Zachary xi, 61–3, 138, 168
waltz(es) 998, 106, 108

Book 1.indb   204 22/12/2009   14:05:41



Index 205

Ward, John M. xi, 8
Washington, George 85, 90
water drums 22
Waters, Muddy 23
Wa-Wan Press 102
whales 72, 125, 151
‘White Cockade, The’ 90
White-Painted Woman 18
wickiup 18
wind instruments 82
Winner, Septimus 114–15
‘Wondrous Love’ 94

work songs 87
working memory 39–41, 76–7

‘Yankee Doodle’ 96
yearning 76, 133

vector 75
yodel, yodeler 11, 14, 166
‘You Ain’t Nuthin’ but a Houn’ Dog’ 58

Zaimont, Judith The Magical World, From 
the Great Land: Women’s Songs 103

‘Zip Coon’ 90

Book 1.indb   205 22/12/2009   14:05:41




