
Contents

Acknowledgements vii
Abbreviations ix

Introduction 1

The Task of the Present Work 2

1 The Divine Decrees 5

Distinguishing Supra- and Infralapsarianism 5
Edwards on Election and Reprobation 7
Appraising Edwards’ Argument 16
A Fatally Flawed Argument? 18
Supralapsarian After All? 20
Conclusion 22

2 Adam’s Fall 25

The Problem of Primal Sin 25
Moral Agency and Original Righteousness 26
Edwards’ Two Accounts of the Fall 28
Excursus: The Preference, Desire and Determination of the Will 33
Summary of Edwards’ Argument 40
Adam’s Self-deception 43
Is Edwards’ Account of the Fall Coherent? 45

3 The Authorship of Sin 54

The Authorship Problem 54
The Edwardsian Axis 55
Tu Quoque 57
Three Problems for the Edwardsian AP 61
Comments on the Proxy Problem 66

4 The Secret and Revealed Will of God 79

The Secret and Revealed Will of God 79
Divine Commands and Insincerity 80
Edwardsian Counter-arguments 81
Conclusion: Does Edwards Solve the AP? 91



5 Temporal Parts and Imputed Sin 96

Chisholm on Edwards 96
The ‘Federal’ Aspect to Edwards’ Doctrine 101
Temporal Parts and Perdurantism 104

6 Inherited Guilt 113

The Defensibility of Inherited Guilt 113
The Legal and Moral Bond Involved in Inherited Guilt 114
The Perdurantist Element to Edwardsian Inherited Guilt 116
Assessing Wainwright’s Argument 119

7 The Problem with Occasionalism 130

Occasionalism: The Fatal Flaw 130
A Chastened Edwardsian Metaphysics 133

Appendix: The Imputation of Christ’s Righteousness 137
Bibliography 141
Index 145

vi Jonathan Edwards and the Metaphysics of Sin




