
Contents

General Editor’s Preface  �   vii
Acknowledgements  �   ix
Contributors  �   xi

Introduction: Doing Cultural Studies with Earplugs  �   1
Gerd Bayer

Part I	 Metal Commodities

1	T he Empowering Masculinity of British Heavy Metal  �   17
	 Deena Weinstein

2	 Metal Goes ‘Pop’: The Explosion of Heavy Metal  
into the Mainstream  �   33

	 Benjamin Earl

3	T he Brutal Truth: Grindcore as the Extreme Realism of  
Heavy Metal  �   53

	 Liam Dee

Part II	 The Literary and Mythological Heritage

4	D emons, Devils and Witches: The Occult in Heavy Metal Music  �   73
	 Helen Farley

5	I mages of Human-Wrought Despair and Destruction:  
Social Critique in British Apocalyptic and Dystopian Metal  �   89

	 Laura Wiebe Taylor

6	 From Achilles to Alexander: The Classical World and the  
World of Metal  �   111

	 Iain Campbell

7	 Elements of the Gothic in Heavy Metal: A Match Made in Hell  �   125
	 Bryan A. Bardine



Heavy Metal Music in Britainvi

Part III	 Heavy Metal Societies

8	 The Unmaking of the English Working Class: Deindustrialization, 
Reification and the Origins of Heavy Metal  �   143

	 Ryan M. Moore

9	N o Class? Class and Class Politics in British Heavy Metal  �   161
	 Magnus Nilsson

10	 Rocking the Nation: One Global Audience, One Flag?  �   181
	 Gerd Bayer

Index  �   195


	General Editor’s Preface
	Acknowledgements
	Contributors
	IntroductionDoing Cultural Studies with Earplugs
	Gerd Bayer

	Part IMetal Commodities
	Chapter 1The Empowering Masculinity of British Heavy Metal
	Deena Weinstein

	Chapter 2Metal Goes ‘Pop’: The Explosion of Heavy Metal into the Mainstream
	Benjamin Earl

	Chapter 3The Brutal Truth: Grindcore as the Extreme Realism of Heavy Metal
	Liam Dee

	Part IIThe Literary and Mythological Heritage
	Chapter 4Demons, Devils and Witches: The Occult in Heavy Metal Music
	Helen Farley

	Chapter 5Images of Human-Wrought Despair and Destruction: Social Critique in British Apocalyptic and Dystopian Metal
	Laura Wiebe Taylor

	Chapter 6From Achilles to Alexander: The Classical World and the World of Metal
	Iain Campbell

	Chapter 7Elements of the Gothic in Heavy Metal: A Match Made in Hell
	Bryan A. Bardine

	Part IIIHeavy Metal Societies
	Chapter 8The Unmaking of the English Working Class: Deindustrialization, Reification and the Origins of Heavy Metal
	Ryan M. Moore

	Chapter 9No Class? Class and Class Politics in British Heavy Metal
	Magnus Nilsson

	Chapter 10Rocking the Nation: One Global Audience, One Flag?
	Gerd Bayer

	Index



