
PREFACE

This Variorum contains many of my articles on women and gender, beginning 

Signs in 1975, “Dame Trot.” The articles are arranged 

Women Medievalists 

and the Academy in 2005.

began with archival work in the Ragusa/Dubrovnik archives: “Dowry increase 

and increments in wealth in medieval Ragusa (Dubrovnik)”(1981). A series 

of notarial records named the Liber Dotium within the Ragusan Chancellory, 

notebooks of the Ragusan notary Thomasina de Savere, 1278–82. This series 

my interest into the wide range of gift giving at marriage. The change in the 

direction in which wealth moved at marriage, originally husband to wife but 

with the rise of the Roman dotal regime, from bride’s family to groom, had 

familial wealth. In the new Roman system of the twelfth century husbands did 

not own, but still controlled, wives’ dowries gaining wealth and status by the 

very act of marrying. Statute laws required husbands to invest dotal wealth and 

increase it but never lose it. This was a tall order in a commercial economy laden 

in medieval Italy” (1994). 

of dowries and other wedding gifts. These laws tended to regard women as 

rode on the arranging, conduct, and celebration of marriages. Ironically mature 
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gifts and fashion mischief,” (2005).

Part Three concerns slave systems. As before my interest in medieval slavery 

began with archival study in Ragusa/Dubrovnik. A thirteenth century series 

of documents registering slaves at the Ragusan Chancellory were available 

in edited form. There was additional information in notarial “documents of 

others were sold abroad. Over 90% of the slaves were female, generally young 

domestic slavery in medieval Ragusa,” (1983).

delivery system for labor in medieval city states. In Past and Present in 1995 

consequences of women remaining enslaved through the medieval centuries 

, see Slavery and Serfdom in the Middle Ages

slavery, entitled “Qui natus est de ancilla mea.” One theme runs through these 

servi or serf evolved 

over the medieval centuries, ancilla

In Part Four I turn to the current wave of medieval women’s history and 

history of gender dating from the 1970s, which regards itself as a self-consciously 

concerned with the emergence of state systems, wars, and treaties ignored women 

dynamic histories worth study.

In 1981 I completed an investigation of the Annales school of historical
writing seeking some new methodologies for pursuing women’s history, “The
Annales school and feminist history.” A general overview of the contributions
of American historians to the history of women appeared in 1989 in “A new
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investigated new thinking about gender in twelfth century Italy in an article 

for Thought that year, “From women to woman: new thinking about gender,  

A review of literature on the history of medieval women and gender from 

Studies to early medieval history and wrote about women. 

Signs began 

who restored his family’s fortunes through trade in the Adriatic world. I have 

A State of Deference

of Pennsylvania, 1987) and Gilding the Market

this Dominican tertiary’s Vita in the context of law, economy, and society in late 

in “Satisfying the laws: legenda Law and 

the Illicit in Medieval Society

Matter (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008), pp. 197–210.
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